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October 3, 2011 

Mr. Thomas Perez 

Assistant Attorney General 

United States Department of Justice Civil Rights Division 
Special Litigation Section 
950 Pennsylvania Ave NW Washington, D.C. 20530 

Via U.S. Mail a11d Email 

Re: Request to Investigate Pattern of Biased T rainings by Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Dear Mr. Perez: 

The Council on American-Islamic Relations of Washington (CAIR-WA) and the community organizations 

listed below request that the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice ("DO]") open an investigation 
imo the pattem of biased and inaccurate trainings provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (''FBI") for 
the purpose of training its agents and other law enforcement agencies, and issue a directive to the agency 

banning the use of trainers or 'experts' who usc false, misleading and fear-producing information about any 

race religion or ethnic group including about Islam and Muslims . These traiaiags repeatedly appear to contain 
extreme bias against the Muslim community by inaccurately and disproportionately labeling Muslims as 

terrorists and vice versa, and by wrongfully correlating the theology of Islam with the political ideologies held 
by various terrorist groups. Recent incidents regarding inflammatory and misleading trainings provided by the 
FBI include: 

• August 2, 2010 - A coalition of civil rights organizations, including CAIR, sent a letter to FBI Director 

Robert Mueller expressing their concern over a known anti-Muslim speaker being invited by Virginia's 
Tidewater Joint Terrorism Task Force to provide training to state and federal law enforcement 

officers. 1 The speaker, Robert Spencer, is a co-founder of the group "Stop the Islarnicization of 

America," which is oo the Sou them Poverty Law Center's list of hate groups.2 The response to the 
letter indicated that Mr. Spencer had been invited to speak due to his status as a best-selling author. 

• M arch 21, 2011 -Training for FBI agents in Quantico, Virginia, titled "Strategic Themes and Drivers 
in Islamic Law" was delivered by an FBI Intelligence analyst, William Gawthrop.3 The presentation 

wrongfully asserted that Zakat, the Islamic practice of giving alms, "constitute[s) a funding mechanism 

fot combat" and that in the Islamic world view, "there can be no peace between" Muslims and non-

1 Coalition letter to FBI Director Robert Mueller. August 2, 2010, available at 

b.up://www.pm.com/portab/U/pdf/coahuon letter ro FBI.pdf 
2 "Active Anti-Muslim Groups," available a/ http://www.s.plcentcr.org/node/3502Dwtivegroups 
3 Spencer Ackerman, "FBI Teaches Agents: '"Mainstream' Muslims Are 'Violent, Radical,' Wired, September 14, 2011, available a/ 
hrQ2;J www.wucd.com/daogcrroom/2011, 09/fbj-muslims-radtcallaU/1 
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Muslims "uotil dar al Islam [Muslims] conquers and assimilates its adversary."4 Further, the 
presentation stated that "the strategic themes animating these Islamic values are not fringe; they are 

main stream [sic]" and that "the individual applying these values and practices may likely be pious and 
devout adherents, i.e., a true believer as opposed to 'radical."' Other presentations authored by Mr. 
Gawthrop include "Doctrinal Basis for jil1ad"S and "Militancy Considerations"6 which includes a chart 
depicting a positive correlation between piety and violence for Muslims, but a negative correlation for 
Jews and Christians. Mr. Gawthrop's presentations are contrary to a recenrly released empirical study 
revealing the positive correlation between mosque attendance and civic engagement for American 
Muslims.? Further, Mr. Gawthrop's extreme anti-Muslim opinions were made public io ao interview 
with WorldNetDaily in 2006, long before he was hired by the FBI to provide trainings for its agents.s 
In the interview, Mr. Gawthrop is paraphrased as saying, "the Pentagon needs to develop a broad new 
strategy to deal with the threat from Islamic terrorists. But to do so, officials must first overcome the 
political taboo of linking IsJamic violence to the religion of Islam, its sacred scripture and the personal 
example of its revered prophet." Mr. Gawthrop was also quoted as saying, ''Muhammad's mindset is a 
source for terrorism." 

• April 28, 2011- Dr. Ghada Ellithy, a Seatde resident and American citizen, attended the FBI's Seatde 
Citizens' Academy in which a document was distributed which compared Islam with Nazism. The 
document, which appeared to be authored by FBI Counterterrorism Agent Gerry Sames, stated: "A 
careful comparison of Arab/Islamist propaganda and Na7j propaganda reveals the closeness of these 
links, as does analysis of the maio Arab political parties in the immediate postwar period." Dr. Ellithy 
sent Agent Sames a letter on May 5, 2011 addressing her concerns. She not yet received a response (see 
a copy of the handout and Dr. Ellithy's letter enclosed). 

• June 8, 2011- Mr. Gawthorp delivered an FBI-sponsored lecture tided "Strategic Themes and Drivers 
in Islamic Law" to dozens of law enforcement officials in New York City.9 During the presentation, 
Mr. Gawthrop asserted that the fight against al-Qaida is a "waste" compared to the threat presented by 
the ideology of Islam. Further, contrary to the FBI's own stated counterterrorism tactics, Mr. 
Gawthrop stated that it would be a waste of time to turn to the American Muslim community for 
assistance in finding and stopping radical terrorists. The release of the video of Mr. Gawthrop's 
presentation followed the release of a statement from the FBI in which the Bureau indicated that Mr. 

~ William Gawthrop, "Strategic Themes and Drivers in Islamic Law," available at 
http: //www.wired.combmn~es blogs/ d:tngerroom/ 2011/09/ flu tslanuc law.pdf 
s William Gawthrop, ''Doctrinal Basis for Jihad," available at 
http://www.wired.com/ images hlogs/dangerroom/ 20 11/09/ fbi doctnnal basis for iihad.pdf 
6 William Gawthrop, "Militancy Considerations," available at 
http:t, "'"''""·.wired.com /!IDages hlogs/ dangcrroom/20 ll / U9, fbt mihtanq constderapons.pdf 
7 Karam Dana and Matt Barreto, "National Survey of American Muslims Finds Mosques Ilelp Muslims Integrate into American 
Political Life," 1vlarch 8, 2011, available at http://ww"\'\c.mushmamericansunw.org/ pdf/march82011.pdf 
8 ''Ex-official: Muhrunmad reveals key to overcoming jihadists," WorldNetDaily, October 31, 2006, available at 
http·//\\n.yw.wnd.com/?pageld=385"'5# jxn!TH. ..... -99tDJ 
9 Spencer Ackerman and Noah Sbachtman, "Video: FBI Trainer Says Forget 'Irrelevant' al-Qaida, Target Islam." Wued, 
September 20, 2011, available at hn:p://wW)\ .wired. com d:~ng.erroom/2011 / 09/ fbt-tslam ~atda-irreleyant all / ! 
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Gawthrop's presentation in March 2011 was a "one time only affair." After the release of the video of 
Mr. Gawthrop's June 8, 2011 lecture, the FBI amended its release to note that Mr. Gawthrop provided 
"training on behalf of the FBI" uoril "August 2011." 

• July 2011: In response to a FOIA request submitted by civil rights organizations in Northern 
California, the FBI disclosed various documents used in trainings. to Among the materials, which were 
dated January 2009, was a document titled "Islam 101" which stated that Islam "transforms [sic] 
country's culture into 7th century Arabian ways." Further, a document titled "Recommended Reading" 
listed a book, Tbe Arab Mind, which contains broad and often false generalizations about Arab culture, 
a book titled Islam and Terrorism which states on the book's back cover that " ... terrorists are practicing 
Islam just as Muhammad intended ... ," as well as The Politicai!J Incorrect G11ide to Islam, by Robert Spencer 
which is packed with misleading and false information about Islam and Muslims .. 

• September 10, 2011- FBI-Seattle agents Brenda Wilson and D aniel Guerrero participated in an 
outreach workshop in Seattle, delivering a presentation to members of the East African, Muslim, Sikh, 
and Arab communities. In the presentation, Agents Wilson and Guerrero addressed terrorist groups 
and community members stated that there was an almost exclusive focus on Islamic groups. On one 
slide addressing state-sponsored terrorism, there was a photo that many audience members believed 
was a Shia Islamic leader based on his attire and facial features. When audience members asked Agents 
Wilson and Guerrero if the photo was Ayatollah Ruhollab Khomeioi, a political and religious leader 
who led the 1979 Iranian Revolution and died in 1989, the agents indicated that they did not know who 
was pictured in the photo.tl 

• September 12, 2011- Senator Joe Lieberman and Senator Susan Collins sent a letter to John Brennan, 
Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism and Deputy National Security 
Advisor, expressing their concern over inaccurate, biased counterterrorism trainings provided by and 
for law enforcement agencies.12 The letter stated that "agencies providing grants to state and local law 
enforcement lack meaningful standards for counter-terrorism curriculum and an adequate vett:iog 
process for individual trainers." Further, Lieberman and Collins wrote: "State and local law 
enforcement often have little to no guidance from the federal government on what counter-terrorism 
training should entail" and "the result has often been cases of trainers spewing inaccurate or even 
bigoted information to state and local law enforcement personnel, stigmatizing Muslim-Americans 
generally, and in effect, lending support to the false narrative that we are 'at war' with Islam." 

tO Spencer Ackerman, "FBI 'Islam 101' Guide Depicted Muslims as 7d•-Centu.ry Simpletons," Wired, July 27, 2011, available at 
http: //www."ired.com / dangcrroom/ 20! 1, 0' / .tbi-islam !lit-guide / 

11 Emily f Icfftex, "FBI ends up offending Muslims at outreach wotkshop," Seattle Times, September 10, 2011, available at 
http:/bt•attlctimes.nwsource.com/ lnm1/ !ocalnews/:!U 161.., 1004 copworkshop 11 m.hrml 
12 Ryan J. Reilly, "Lieberman, Collins: If Obama Won't Do Something About Anti-Muslim Counterterrorism Training, We 
Will," Talking Points Memo, September 12, 2011, available at 
htq>://wrnmuckrakepal!ungpoint5mcmo.com / 2011 /09 / licbenmm collins to ohama tf you dont do something about anri 
-muslim counterterrorism trnioing we will.php 
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Lieberman and Collins <!."\:pressed "serious concerns that improper training may not be isolated 
occurrences and could be detrimental to our efforts to confront homegrown terrorism ... Since Muslim 
Americans are our main alJies in the fight against violent ... extremism domestically, any training that 
implies otherwise is both inaccurate and connterproductive." 

In light of these incidents, the Washington State chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, with 

the below community organizations, requests that the Department of Justice initiate an investigation of a 
pattern of biased and inaccurate trainings provided by and for current and future FBI agents and community 
members. The above trainings appear to reflect personal biases based on inaccurate and sensational stereotypes 
about Islam and Muslims, rather than reflecting factual information about terrorism and counterterrorism 
strategies. Further, the heightened focus on Islam and Muslims and propagators of terrorism is incongruent 
with the FBI's own statistics which indicate that only six percent of terrorist attacks that occurred on American 
soil between 1980 and 2005 were committed by Muslims. t 3 These teachings, in addition to being inaccurate and 
prejudicial, have the potential to violate the First Amendment protections guaranteed by our Constitution. 

Incidents of biased and inaccurate trainings and presentations provided by and for the FBI have resulted in 
increasing distrust of the FBI in tbe American Muslim community. This distrust impedes collaboration between 
the community and the FBI that is essential in strengthening our homeland security. Further, many community 
members believe that inaccurate counterterrorism trainings provided for FBI agents may be related to the 
unwarranted pro6liog and surveillance of the American Muslim community. In addition, the distrust of the FBI 
by the American Muslim community is compounded when repeated incidents of biased and inaccurate 
trainings are dismissed or, excused as "one time" occurrences. 

Within the Department's investigation of the FBI, we respectfully request that the Department determine the 
following: 
1. What is the content of trainings provided by FBI agents or by individuals contracted by the FBI, 

specifically those addressing topics of Islam, Muslims, American Muslims, terrorism, and counterterrorism 
strategies? How is the content of these trainings detennined? 

2. Which, if any, credible Islamic institutions/organizations have been consulted to ensure that accurate 
information is being used in training regarding Islam or Muslim to FBI personnel? What criteria are used to 
determine the credibility of information disseminated io trainings? 

3. What are the qualifications of individuals providing these trainings, particularly as it relates to the topics on 
which they are training FBI personnel? What criteria are used to determine the credibility of trainers? 

4. How much time and information is dedicated to Islam and Muslims in trainings and materials addressing 
terrorism and counterterrorism strategies? 

13 "All Terrorists are Muslims ... Except the 94% that Aren't," January 20, 2010, auailoble at 
bn:p: 1/v.w\\ .looO\\ atch.com/ .:!01 0/0 I / not-aU-terrorists arc mushrns . . For direct access to the FBI's database of terrorist 
attacks, see "Chronological Summary o f Terrorist Incidents io the United States 1980-2005," auailoble a/ 
http: / / v."V.'\\. fbt.gm / publications/ rcuor/ terronsm2002 200S.hrm 
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5. How many, if any, FBI agents and other Department of Justice agencies' personnel attended trainings 
conducted by Messrs. Gawthrop, Spencer, Gaffney, and a host of other self-styled 'experts' on Islam and 
terrorism? If any did, what specific steps has the FBI taken to review and ensure their work has not been 
affected by the inaccurate and anti-Muslim information they received? Will they receive any retraining now 
to counteract the messaging the FBI bas stated it rejects? 

6. Before any federal law enforcement agents are sent to conferences, seminars, and workshops across the 
nation, what specific steps will be taken to assess the qualifications of speakers at an event? What specific 
steps will law enforcement agencies be required to take if their agents are, or have been, exposed to strong 
anti-Muslim sentiment delivered in trainings? 

7. What trainings are provided to FBI agents oo working with American Muslims and on Islamic practices? 

8. Whether trainings address Muslim terrorist groups and not those associated with other races, religions, or 
other backgrounds, 

9. Whether agents or contracted trainers who were discovered to administer inaccurate or biased traioiogs 
were corrected, disciplined, or dismissed from future services to the Bureau, 

10. What strategies the FBI uses to recruit trainers, compile information for trainings, and ensure quality and 
accuracy of coorent for trainings provided for current and future FBI agenrs? 

11. What caused incongruences between the Bureau's own statistics on domestic terrorism and the amount of 
time allotted to each of those groups when training agents on terrorism or counterterrorism strategies? 

12. What policies and procedures are in place to ensure that individuals providing biased or inaccurate trainings 
for the FBI are terminated from current and future contracts? Has Mr. Gawthrop been terminated? How 
will the FBI ensure that individuals offering biased, inaccurate, and factually erroneous traioiogs, such as 
Mr. Gawthrop and Mr. Spencet:, are not offered contracts or honorariums to speak in the future? 

13. What measures are in place to evaluate feedback after trainings delivered to or by FBI agents? How does 
the FBI respond to negative feedback or complaints of biased or inaccurate traioiogs? 

We, the undersigned on behalf of our communities, reguest that the Department of Justice's Civil Rights 
Division promptly initiate an investigation into the patterns of biased and inaccurate trainings provided by the 
Federal Bureau oflnvestigation ("FBf') for the purpose of training its agents and other law enforcement 
agencies, and issue a directive to the agency baooiog the use of trainers or <experts' who use false, misleading 
and fear-producing information about any race religion or ethnic group including about Islam and Muslims. We 
request that the DO] utilize its authority and jurisdiction to investigate these troubling incidents, to evaluate the 
Bureau's trainings and recruitment and evaluation of trainers, to halt inaccurate and biased Lra.in.i.ngs, and to 
provide assistance and guidance to the Bureau on delivering and contracting factually-based and culturally 
appropriate trainings. We believe such an investigation would improve tbe quality of trainings provided by and 
for the FBI, thereby developing tbe Bureau's integrity and efficiency and improving the safety and security of 
all Americans. We are also certain that when such positive steps are seen by the public, the community's trust 
in tbe FBI will rise greatly. We look forward to hearing from you on this urgent concern at your earliest 
converuence. 
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Please direct all correspondence and responses in writing to Jennifer Gist at the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations of Washington at 

9594 First Avenue NE, Suite 272 

Seattle, Washington 98115 
civilrights@wa.cair.com 

206.367.4081 

Sincerely, 

S. Arsalan Bukhari 
Executive Director 
CAIR-WA 

Jeff Siddiqui 
American Muslims ofPuget Sound 

Dr. Ann El-Moslimany, Ph.D. 
Co-founder 
Islamic School of Seattle 

Wassim Fayed 
Board member 
Sammamish Muslim Association 

Rev. Alice Woldt and Rev. Paul Benz 
Co-directors 
Faith Action Network (formerly Washington 
Association of Churches and Lutheran Public 
Policy Office) 

Estela Ortega 
Executive Director 
El Centro De La Raza 

Ahmed Brown 
President 
Muslim Student Association of the Northwest 

~ ennife Gist 
Civil Rights Coordinator 
CAIR-WA 

Jonah Paisner, Esq. 
Staff Attorney 
American Law for Muslims 

Pramila Jayapal 
Executive Director 
One America 

Dr. Sima Kahn 
President, Board of Directors 
Kadima Jewish Reconstructionist Community 

Abdullah Polovina 
Imam 
Islamic Center of Shoreline 

Jarnila Parole 
President 
Muslim Students of Social Work at UW 

Absen Nadeem 
President 
Muslim Student Association of the UW 
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Mohammed Jama 
Executive Director 
Abu Bakr Islamic Center of Tukwila 

Middle Eastern Legal Association of Washington 
(MELAW) 

Muslim Association ofPuget Sound 

Dave Schmitz 
President 
UFCW21 

Dr. Wael Bahaa ElDin, Ph.D. 

Islamic Center of Tacoma 

cc: Honorable Barack Obama, President, United States of America 
Honorable Eric Holder, Attorney General, United States of America 
Members of US Congress 
Members of US Senate 
Washington State Legislature 
Honorable Jenny Durkan, U.S. Attorney, Western District ofWashington 
Governors of all 50 states 
Mr. Robert Mueller, Director FBI 
Special Agent in Charge Laura Laughlin, FBI, Seattle Field Office 
Washington State Iluman Rights Commission 
City of Seattle Office for Civil Rights 
Office of the Inspector General, US D epartment of Justice 
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1. During WWII, most Arab states allied with the Nazi's and they were all 
against establishment of a Jewish State. Do you see the current conflict as 
a continuation of the unfinished business of WWII? 

Response: 
The conflict between the Arabs/lslamists and the Jewish state predates WW2 by 

about 30 years, roughly speaking; although it's practically impossible to point to a 
specific start date for the conflict, the period from 1917 through the 1920s brought 
forward two events with major impact on the region. 

The first event, the Balfour Declaration of 1917, established the British position that 
Palestine be the future home of the Jewish people. This event (which came on the 
heels of the establishment of political Zionism in 1896 with the call for a return of the 
Jews to Palestine) marked a turning point in the history of th.e Jewish Diaspora, as for 
the first time a major power had publicly called for establishment of a nation of and for 
the Jews. This set off a wave of Jewish pioneers who saw themselves as the vanguard 
for a mass emigration from Europe, and (unsurprisingly) unsettled the Arabs who were 
then living in Palestine. Previously, the Jews and Arab Muslims had lived more or less 
in peace; ·reaching mutual accommodations wnich kept·a·licton simmering tensions and 
unresolved disputes. 

The second event was the declaration of the British Mandate of Palestine, which was 
declared in 1922 and ratified by the League of Nations in 1923; in the preamble, the 
British committed themselves to carrying out the establishment of a Jewish homeland in 
accordance with the Balfour Declaration. This resulted in further waves of immigrants, 
many of whom were ardent Zionists, into the area, with the intent of establishing the 
homeland immediately, rather than waiting for the League or the British to create a 
state. The resulting frictions were more or less ignored by the British, who brushed 
aside Arab claims for self-governance, authority over the 23% of the mandate reserved 
for Jews, and a host of other issues. 

Further complicating the issue were conflicting guidance's on settlements. Although the 
Jews had been promised a specific area of the Mandate, the Zionist pioneers believed 
they had a separate "Mandate" to reclaim all of Palestine; they set about doing so by 
buying Palestinian farms, establishing settlements in Palestinian areas and then 
demanding British governance instead of Arab, and even overtly hostile action. This 
does not imply the Arabs were blameless- all throughout the 20s and 30s there were 
numerous attacks on Jewish settlers, clashes with Jews and with the British, and strikes 
and riots throughout the region. The British response was increasingly heavy on both 
parties, leading to the formation of covert "self defense" groups such as the Jewish 
Hagahna and Arab Futawwa. 

By the 1930s, Arab independence movements were fully established throughout the 
Middle East as a Pan-Arabism sentiment was sweeping through increasingly restive 
populations who saw their only chance at regaining power to be through removal of the 



British and French, abolishment of colonially-imposed borders, and unification of the 
Arabs under one government. Interestingly enough, the pan-Arab movement was 
broadly secular, although it invoked Islam as a means to achieve Arab unity. At this 
time, the lslamists' anti-Jewish message was less popular than the Arabs' anti­
colonial/Zionist message. 

With the rise to power of the Nazis in the late 1930s, the Arabs found common cause in 
their hatred of the British and the Jews. The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, a longtime foe 
of the Jews in Palestine, travelled to Berlin to meet with Hitler and was labeled "the 
Fuhrer of the Arabs". Nazi propagandists distributed anti-Jewish literature throughout 
the Middle East in an attempt to further inflame the Arabs' hatred of the Jews. This 
served two purposes, the first being enlistment of the Arabs in the Nazis' "Final 
Solution" (the Grand Mufti promised to carry out a Final Solution of his own once the 
war was over); the second purpose was to tie up British resources in policing the 
Mandate and other Arab states under their control, freeing German forces to fight 
elsewhere. Gradually, the Arab and lslamist parties which had started as reactions to 
colonialism and the influx of Jews into Palestine took on a wholly anti-Semitic character 
which mirrored Nazi theory in great detail (right down to establishment of Hitler Youth­
style movements). 

With the defeat of the Axis powers and the establishment of the State of Israel, Arab 
nationalism was at a crossroads; should they defeat Israel to realize Pan-Arabism, or 
should they realize Pan-Arabism to defeat Israel? Ultimately, they did neither. Nasser 
was unable to overcome Syrian power cravings, Yemeni infighting, and Faisal of Iraq's 
"Iraq First" policy to truly unite the Arabs, and without that unity they couldn't defeat 
Israel. After 1967 they abandoned Pan-Arabism (and Nasserism) and embraced the 
Soviet Bloc and their socialist theories. The one policy plank they maintained was the 
anti-Semitism they had inherited from the Nazis and now maintained with vigor. A new 
philosophy emerged wherein the Arabs were defeated by the Zionist conspiracies 
carried out by their Western lackeys, using propaganda lifted almost verbatim from the 
Nazis some 20 years previously. 

A careful comparison of Arab/lslamist propaganda and Nazi propaganda reveals the 
closeness of these links, as does analysis of the main Arab political parties in the 
immediate postwar period. Most of these political parties formed the liberation-era 
governments, many of which are still in power today (or their direct successors). I 
would suggest that the current conflicts are a continuation of Nazi policies carried out by 
Arabs who were willingly complicit in the exploitation of their grievances by the Third 
Reich. The transition from territorial squabbles to calls for extermination didn't happen 
overnight, but it didn't come into being until the contact between the Arabllslamist 
extremists and the German political machine. 

I'd be happy to discuss this further if he has any questions, you can give him my email if 
you'd like. 

Gerry Sames FBI/Counterterrorism Seattle, WA (206) 262-2472 



May 5, 2011 
Dear Agent Sames, 

First I'd like to introduce myself as a proud Muslim Arab American citizen. I've been in the US for about 
18 years, where I lived worked, and raised my two children. T would like to comment on a document that 
contains your answer to a question comparing Arabs and Muslims to Nazis. The document was distributed 
on April28, 2011 to the 2011 Citizens' Academy Class attendees, which I'm one of them. 

As a first impression, I have to admit that J was shocked and disturbed to read a statement like: "A careful 
comparison of Arab/Islamist propaganda and Nazi propaganda reveals the closeness of these links, .. ". I 
thought I must have misunderstood what you meant, because I'm an Arab and I'm a Mus I im, and it never 
occurred to me that I would be compared to Nazis whom I consider of an immoral ideology and who 
committed some of the worst atrocities in the human kind history. 

Please find below some of my comments: 

1) The question that you attempted to answer implies that most Arab countries sided with the 
German Nazis during WWII, and asks whether the current conflict between Palestine and Israel is 
a continuation ofthat claimed cooperation. The premise of the question is false to start with. Most 
Arab and even worldwide Muslim countries actually sided with the Allies. Here's a full 
comprehensive list: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Participants in World War II 
Bahrain, Iran, Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq , Oman, Morocco, Saudi and Turkey, are examples. 

2) The question and your answer lumps the position of a few individuals (Mufti of Jerusalem) into 
the sentiment and behavior of entire nations, when the positions taken by many Arab governments 
at the time (either true national governments or occupied) was the complete opposite of what the 
question describes. 

3) The position of the Mufti of Jerusalem was wrong and indefensible, and is only explainable within 
the context of the humiliation and suffering that many Arab countries felt under the British 
occupation. The position of the Mufti of Jerusalem is not representation or manifestation of an 
Arab anti-Semitic sentiment, rather a poor strategy and policy in the face of an unjust and unfair 
occupation. However, this doesn't make the Mufti of Jerusalem a Nazi. The British Prime Minster 
Chamberlin met with Hitler in 1938 and both signed the Munich Agreement, would this make 
Chamberlin a Nazi? 

4) The final paragraph about the current post- war revolutionary regimes in Arab countries being a 
continuation ofNazi sympathizing sentiments is also not true. This is by virtue of the fact that the 
overwhelming majority of them have great peaceful ties with Israel, and Israel is showing great 
distress over their removal via revolutions these days. Israel was against the removal of Ben Ali, 
Mubarak and now is also against removing Al-Asad in Syria. This speaks to the complete opposite 
v1ew. 

Many of these regimes were great allies to Israel who deployed "Anti-West" or "Anti-Israeli" 
rhetoric for media consumption to try and keep their peoples focused on "the others" to blame for 
their repression. But, they did so with the blessing of giving up any serious opposition to rsraeli 
occupation and hegemony in the region. 



5) Typical Muslims use the word "Islam" to indicate the faith, and "Muslim" to indicate the believer 
in this faith. I noticed you use the term "Islamist" frequently, what does it reaJJy mean? Also, in 
your answer you use the terms "Arabs/Islamists" interchangeably, similar to "and/or''. I'm sure 
you're aware that only 18% of Must ims are Arabs, and that about 10% to 15% of Arabs are not 
Muslims. 

6) ALI religions call for peace and mutual respect; it' s only the greed of people that could twist 
religions. A statistics came out in 20 l 0 that more than 42% oflsraelis are secular and they do not 
believe in God. The UN General Assembly passed in 1975 resolution 3379, which said that 
"Zionism is a form of racism and racial discrimination". In 1991 the resolution was repealed with 
UN General Assembly Resolution 46/86, after Israel declared that it would only participate in the 
Madrid Conference of 1991 ifthe resolution were revoked. 

7) Late President Regan and past British Prime Miojster Margret Thatcher once called Nelson 
Mandela a terrorist, so opinions do change, and at the end only what is right and what is just will 
prevail. The great US President Abraham Lincoln once said: "It is true that you may fool all of the 
people some of the time; you can even fool some of the people all of the time; but you cannot fool 
all of the people all of the time."" 

Sincerely, 

Ghada Ell ithy 

Suggested reading list by Jewish Authors: 
• Alan Hart, Zionism, the Real Enemy of the Jews 
• llan Pappe, Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine 
• Ramsey Baroud, My Father was a Freedom Fighter. 
• Lenni Brenner, Zionist Deals with Nazis and Fascists 
• Lenni Brenner, Zionism in the Age of Dictators 


