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MICA Scholarships
The 2009 Military Intelligence Corps Association scholarship 

campaign recently concluded.  Once again, this year, all of the submitted 
application packets were well prepared and extremely competitive.  
All applicants should be justifiably proud of their achievements.  We 
wish all of you the very best in your future academic endeavors and 
encourage you to apply for the scholarship again in 2010.

We extend our congratulations to the following individuals who 
were selected for receipt of a Military Intelligence Corps Association 
scholarship for 2009:

Bethany N. Carson, Spanish Fork, UT 

Rayleen M. Lewis, Grovetown, GA  

Michelle N. Cruikshank, Boston, MA  

Sara A. Erway, Galesburg, MI  

Aaron M. Saunders, Springfield, VA                                                        

The MICA Scholarship Program provides scholarships for individuals 
pursuing undergraduate degrees or technical certificates. Scholarships 
may be used for attendance at regionally accredited colleges, universities 
or state approved vocational schools/technical institutions.

Who is Eligible? Applicants must be a current individual member of 
MICA or a family member of such. Family members are considered a 
spouse, children, or immediate relative living with or supported by the 
qualifying MICA member. 

Applicants must be pursuing their first undergraduate (Associates 
or Bachelors) degree or a technical certification. Applicants already 
possessing an undergraduate degree or seeking a graduate degree are 
not eligible.

Previous Scholarship recipients may compete for subsequent 
scholarships.

How to Apply

Complete instructions and application forms are located on the MICA 
website at www.micorps.org. Information on MICA membership is also 
available on this website.

Applications must be mailed and postmarked no later than 15 May 
2010. Late or incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant 
without consideration.

Send Completed Application to:

MICA 
Attn: MICA Scholarship Chairman 
PO Box 13020 
Fort Huachuca, Arizona 85670-3020
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ZAKAT:  A Warfare Funding 
Mechanism

By William Gawthrop
       This article examines zakat, commonly thought to 
be charitable alms giving, as an asymmetrical warfare 
funding mechanism. 

Zakat: A Pillar of Islam

     Zakat is one of the five Pillars of Islam1 and as a 
commonly perceived source of charitable alms giving, 
may escape the critical analysis necessary for fully 
understanding Islamic warfare funding.   This article 
provides background for analysts to comprehend  the 
genesis of the money stream related to the funding of 
Islamic terrorist, insurgent, and supporting activities.

     “The meaning of Zakat is ‘to increase and to become 
pure’. Because the payment of Zakat leads to an increase 
in wealth and considered a reason for its cleansing, this 
obligation has been named Zakat by the Sharia (Islamic 
Law). Zakat was declared an obligation in the year 2 
H.(624 AD), prior to the proclamation of the ruling 
concerning fasting.”2  

       The authority and basis for zakat is found in the 
Quran, Surat 9 At-Taubah, 60:

      As-Sadaqat (here it means Zakat) are only for the 
Fuqara (poor), and Al-Masakin (the poor) and those 
employed to collect (the funds); and to attract the 
hearts of those who have been inclined (towards Islam); 
and to free the captives; and for those in debt; and in 
Allah’s Cause (i.e. for Mujahidin-those fighting in a holy 
battle), and for the wayfarer (traveler who is cut off from 
everything); a duty imposed by Allah. And Allah is All 
Knower, All Wise.3  

     Zakat is traditionally thought to be, as the third 
pillar of Islam, simply charitable almsgiving. It is 
considerably more. “Zakat is rather a social welfare 
institution supervised by the state and an organized tax 
administered by a specific governmental body.”4   Zakat 
is both a divine duty and a source of revenue and has 
its own fiscal mechanism.5    As such, zakat is “a legal 
obligation and a particular kind of charity” that is a 
“pure right of God.”6  Contributions are obligatory with 
punishments awaiting in the physical world and the 
hereafter for evasion.7  

 Collections.  Zakat is payable by all Muslims who are 
sane, reached the age of puberty and have “zakatable” 
property. It is not required of non Muslims.8    The tax 
is levied annually on two kinds of wealth: manifest 
(crops, cattle, property) and hidden (gold, silver, 

merchandise)9  and rates varying from 2 ½ percent to 
10 percent depending on wealth, local conditions and 
interpretations of applicable law.10 

Disbursement.  Disbursement of zakat may be made 
by the Imam appointing the zakat collector, the zakat 
collector himself,11  or directly by those from whom the 
zakat would be normally collected.12    Zakat should be 
distributed in the locality from which the revenue was 
collected. Excess funds may be transferred to another 
location only if all the eight categories have been 
adequately resourced.13   It is recommended that zakat 
distribution, and possibly attending accounting of the 
distribution, be concealed.14 

Categories of disbursement.  There are eight obligatory 
categories of disbursement for Zakat: the poor; those 
short of money; zakat workers; those whose heart are to 
be reconciled; those purchasing their freedom;  those 
in debt, those fighting for Allah; and travelers needing 
money.15     

Those Fighting for Allah.  Zakat is obligated to pay 
those participating in Islamic military operations if their 
salary has not been provided for by other means. Fighters 
(irregulars, volunteers, etc)16  may be paid with zakat 
funds to purchase weapons, vehicles, clothing, expenses 
and the expenses associated with travel from their home 
to the fighting and their return home.17  Additionally, 
zakat may be used to defray some expenses of the 
fighter’s family during this period.18   

Interpretations according to various schools of 
Islamic Law 

      While zakat is rooted in the two primary sources 
of Islamic Law, the Quran and the haddith, the topic 
is subject to interpretation. Within the Sunni tradition, 
the four major schools are Hanafi,  Maliki, Shafi, and 
Hanbali.  Within the Shia tradition, two major schools 
are the Jarafi and Zaydi tradition. Each legal tradition has 
variant interpretations with regard to the basic provisions 
on Zakat.

 The Hanafi (Sunni) view.  Fighters who do not have 
sufficient funds for mounts (vehicles) and expenses may 
be eligible for zakat if the financial shortage adversely 
affects their ability to fight. Additionally, sadaqa19  
may be paid to fighters even if they are able to earn 
and income “since working would deter them from 
fighting.”20  

 The Maliki (Sunni) view.  Food, arms, and equipment 
may be paid by sadaqa and this includes supporting 
operations against those invading Muslim lands.21   
“Zakat can be given to fighters and border guards and 
to buy war equipment, such as weapons and horses. 
Fighters may take zakat even if they are rich, since they 
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are given it because they are fighting for the sake of 
Allah and not because of poverty. Spies can also be given 
zakat, even if they are unbelievers.”22   

 The Shafi’I (Sunni) view.  Because there are eight 
obligatory categories of disbursement for zakat, the 
Shafi’I s hold that one eighth of the total proceeds of 
zakat can go to the fighter.23 

      Zakat may be paid to fighters who do not receive 
pay from the government because their sacrifice is 
greater “than salaried soldiers and deserve to be given 
what helps them undertake this duty, even if they are 
rich.”24 

      Nonfighters may be paid with zakat funds if they 
defend or guard the fighters or “prevent unbelievers from 
attacking them.”25 

      “Fighters can be given their expenses and clothing for 
the period from the time they leave to fight until the time 
they come back, even if they stay at border points for 
a long period. … A fighter may also be given money to 
buy a horse, weapons, and other tools of war (and) what 
he buys becomes his permanently.”26 

 The Hanbali (Sunni) view.  Zakat can be expended on 
two kinds of people: those who need zakat and those 
who are needed by the Muslims, such as fighters, people 
whose hearts are to be reconciled, and people in debt 
as a result of their efforts in mediating between disputing 
groups.27 

      Zakat may be used to pay volunteer fighters (who 
receive no regular salary) and border guards and 
purchase of equipment.

 The Ja’fari (Shia) view.  “ ‘In the cause of Allah’ 
includes everything that benefits Muslims or brings them 
closer to Allah, such as pilgrimage, fighting and building 
irrigation systems. Some Ja’faris say it (In the Cause of 
Allah) only relates to jihad.”28   

 The Zaydi (Shia) view.  Zaydi scholars contend that 
zakat should not be spent for coffins or building mosques 
but expenditures for fighting and that which brings a 
Muslim closer to Allah are permissible.29  

 Comments on the Sunni and Shia views.

      The debate in the Jafari and Zaydi Shia tradition 
is not so much whether zakat funds “In the cause of 
Allah” can be expended for war fighting but whether 
the term (In the cause of Allah) includes non-fighting 
expenditure categories. The holdings of the four Sunni 
schools and the two Shia schools of law demonstrates 
that expenditure of zakat on warfighting is not only 
permissible, but obligatory.

 Implications

      Zakat is an institutionalized and enduring fundraising 
mechanism within Islam that is capable of raising 
considerable sums of money on an annual basis. Rough, 
conservative, calculations for potential zakat funds 
annually available for warfighting within a geographic 
area can be determined by computing 2.5 percent of the 
GDP-per capita of the employed labor force and dividing 
the product by eight (8). For Iraq, the annual warfare 
funding through zakat may be estimated at about $97 
million,30  while for  Afghanistan it is estimated at $47 
million.31   

Recommended Intelligence Collection Priorities.  
Some recommended Unclassified Intelligence Collection 
Priorities on Zakat and operations funding include the 
following:  

      “What is the annual zakat potential for a 
geographical area?” 

       “How is zakat collected in an area of operations?” 

       “Who are the collectors?”

        “Where and how are the Zakat funds banked until 
distributed?” 

        “Who has the distribution authority?” 

        “To whom are the distributions being made?”
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